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TOWN COUNCIL REPORT 

 
DATE:  November 18, 2016 
 
TO:  Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Daniel G. Sharp, Interim Town Manager 

  Paul Keesler, CDPW Director  
 
SUBJECT: Zoning Interpretation – Does the term “sanatorium” describe a use that is 

a component of a “senior care facility?” 
 
 
This report is intended to apprise the Council of a zoning interpretation (attached) that 
would allow a proposed senior care facility to be permitted as a sanatorium because 
the two terms are similar. The interpretation has been posted on the Town website.   
 
DISCUSSION 
 
A zoning interpretation was submitted by Alliance Engineering on behalf of a client who 
wishes to develop a senior care facility on a commercial property located near the 
northeast corner of Vistoso Commerce Loop and Rancho Vistoso Boulevard. The 
proposed facility allows residents to transition from a memory care to an assisted living 
unit, as necessary. 
 
The Rancho Vistoso Planned Area Development allows sanatoriums in the C-1 
(Commercial) zoning district, but does not list a senior care facility as a permitted use. 
After reviewing the Town’s definition of a senior care facility and several definitions of a 
sanatorium, it has been determined that the two uses are similar because they include 
the treatment of a medical disorder, disease, and/or chronic illness.  
 
RECOMMENDATION / CONCLUSION 
 
This report is for information only. 
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